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INTRODUCTION 

A glimpse into the topic of preventing Influenza in Healthcare workers by 
mandating Influenza vaccination for all Healthcare workers.  

•  Information from different sources will be used 
•  Current CDC regulations 
•  Trends in administration 
•  Political, Ethical and Religious points of view 
•  Inferences, Implications and Consequences 
•  Recommendations  



OBJECTIVES 

•  Define CDC regulations on Healthcare workers and influenza 
vaccination 

•  State 3 reasons why the vaccination is important.  
•  State Political, religious and reasons against vaccination 
•  Identify Implementation strategies for Healthcare worker immunizations 

 



Assessment of the Health 
Care Environment 

•  Evidence highlighting need for Flu 
protection (Yang & Silverman, 2018, 
p. 3998), (Randall, Curran, & Omer, 
2013, p. 1771). 

•  2009 the year of the flu pandemic 

•  Influenza Statistics (Behrman & 
Offley, 2013, p. 18). 

 
(Schuls-Jacobson, 2018) 



Evidence to Support 
Immunizations 

•  CDC Recommendations ("CDC," 2018, para. 1) 

•  Protection for Healthcare Workers (Randall et al., 2013, p. 1771).   

•  Protection for Patients (Randall et al., 2013, p. 1772). 

•  Causes of influenza outbreaks (Randall et al., 2013, p. 1772). 

(CDC, 2019) 



ASSESSMENT OF HEALTH CARE 
ENVIRONMENT  

POLICIES AND RESEARCH 
•  Institution policies  
•  Exemptions 

•  Religious 
•  Medical 
•  Personal 

•  Healthcare Infection Control 
Practices Advisory Committee 

•  Influenza vaccine efficacy 
•  Safety studies 
•  Population recommendations 

Yang & Silverman, 2018, p. 3998) 

(Docherty, 2018) 



Arguments Against Mandatory Immunizations 
Root Cause 

•  No need for vaccination  
   (CDC, para 8) 

•  Religious considerations 
    (Behrman & Offley, 2013, p. 19) 

(Higgins, 2018) 



 
FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS & 

RESOURCES 
•  Lost wages 
•  Patient Care 
•  Patient Satisfaction 
•  Familial sickness 
•  Vaccination program costs 

(Asfaw, A., Rosa, R., Pana-Cryan, R., 2017) 

Medical Consultants Network, 2018) 



ASSESSMENT OF THE HEALTHCARE 
ENVIRONMENT 

POLITICAL, ETHICAL AND NURSING 
PRACTICE 

•  American Nurses Association 
Support 

•  Ethical Practice  
•  Model behaviors 
•  Safe Patient Care 
•  Responsibility to patient 

 

•  Personal beliefs 
•  Medical Contraindications 
•  Availability 
•  Vaccine Safety 
•  Vaccine Efficacy 

(American Nurses Association, 2015). 



INFERENCES  
For Mandatory Vaccinations 

 Political 
•  Provide verification that all  employees are 

vaccinated against influenza (Behram & 
Offley, 2013).  

Research 
•  Vaccination reduces probability/duration 

(Flanner, et.al, 2018). 
Resources / Financial 
•  Staff / vaccine (Behram & Offley, 2013).  

Political / Ethical  
•  Protecting Staff from patients and visitors 

 (Flanner, et.all., 2018).  

Against Mandatory 
Vaccinations 

Political 
•  Violation of Civil Rights Act of 1964 

(Behram & Offley, 2013). 
   Research 
•  Vaccination efficacy inconsistent year by 

year (Flannery, et.al, 2018). 
Resources / Financial 
•  Termination, shortages (Behram & Offley, 

2013).  
Political / Ethical 
•  Pharmaceutical companies 
•  Ethical Rights (Yang & Silverman, 2018).  

(Unknown, n.d.) 



INFERENCES  

For Mandatory Vaccination 

Nursing Practice  

•  Reduction of Influenza infections shown 
in studies (Sheffer, et.al., 2011).  

Quality / Safety 

•  Deemed safe and recommended by 
CDC (CDC, 2018).  

Against Mandatory Vaccination  

Nursing Practice 

•  No reduction of respiratory illness 
(Sheffer et. al., 2011). 

Quality / Safety 

•  Risk to patients and co-workers (Sheffer 
et. al., 2011).  

(Unknown, n.d.) 



IMPLICATIONS  

For Mandatory Vaccination 
Legal 

•  Contractually bound 

Financial  

•  Cost of Vaccination 

Ethical 

•  Infringing on personal rights of staff (Berhman & Offrey, 
2013).  

Against Mandatory 
Vaccination 

Legal 

•  Violation of Civil Rights Act of 1964 

•  Union Contracts 

Financial  

•  Ineffective vaccination 

Ethical 

•  Preserves personal rights of staff (Berhman & Offrey, 2013).  

(Unkown, n.d.) 



CONSEQUENCES 

Legal 
•  Discrimination against employees refusing vaccination 
Financial 
•  Loss of Employees  
•  Sick time  
•  Law suits 
•  Lost insurance reimbursement 
Ethical  
•  Safety of patients 
•  Rights of employee (Berhman & Offley, 2013).  (Unkown, n.d.) 



RECOMMENDATIONS 

•  Create plan with risk assessment team, HR, unions, infectious disease 
•  Exceptions with no punitive / disciplinary actions against employee 
•  Implement education programs and guidelines 

•  Handwashing 
•  Standard Precautions (Yang & Silverman, 2018). 

•  Paid Sick Leave  
•  Employees who are sick stay home 
•  Non punitive / disciplinary actions (Asfaw, Rosa & Pana-Cryan, 2017).  

(Unkown, n.d.) 



CONCLUSION / SUMMARY 

ü  Reviewed a wide variety of sources views regarding influenza 
vaccinations 

ü  Current CDC recommendations 
ü  Administration trends 
ü  Various points of views explored 
ü  Proponents and Opponents viewpoints 
ü  Recommendations made regarding vaccination policies 



References 
American Nurses Association Nursing Practice & Work Environment Department. (2015, July 21). American 
Nurses Association Position Statement on Immunizations. Retrieved from file:///C:/Users/Riswadkar/
Downloads/PosStat-Endorsed-ANA-Immunizations%20(1).pdf  

 
Asfaw, A., Rosa, R., & Pana-Cryan, R.. (2017). Potential Economic Benefits of Paid Sick Leave in Reducing 
Absenteeism Related to the Spread of Influenza- Like Illness, Journal of Occupational and Environmental 

Medicine. 59(9). Pp 822-829. doi: 10.1097/JOM.0000000000001076. 
 
Behrman, A., Offley, W.. (2013). Should flu vaccination be mandatory for healthcare workers?, BMJ: British 
Medical Journal. 347 (7933). Pp.18-19, retrieved https://www.jstor.org/stable/43513172 

 
Centers for Disease Control, Office of the Associate Director for Communication, Digital Media Branch, Division 
of Public Affairs. (2017).  The Importance of Influenza Vaccination for  Health Care Personnel in Long-term 
Care. Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/flu/toolkit/long-term-care/importance.htm 

 
CDC (2018). CDC logo.  Retrieved from https://www.bing.com/images/search?
view=detailV2&ccid=dh7dBhjj&id=5CC0E31A13D380A52AA309050310038B8974393A&thid=OIP.dh7dBhjjPt
SfAuMNqrhrhQHaFb&mediaurl=http% 

 
 
 



References 
Docherty, Alexis (2018).  Air Force Photo [photo].  Retrieved from https://www.google.com/search?
as_st=y&tbm=isch&hl=en&as_q=immunization&as_epq=&as_oq=&as_eq=&cr=&as_sitesearch=&safe=images
&tbs=sur:fm#imgrc=wSUK8vXtVAhrMM: 

 
Flanner, B., Chung, J.R, Belongia, E. A., McLean, H. Q., Gaglani, M., Murthy, L, Zimmerman, R. K., Nowalk, M. 
P., Jackson, M. L, Jackson, L. A., Monto, A. S., Martin, E. T., Foust, A., Sessions, W., Berman, L.,  Barnes, J. 
R., Spencer, S., Fry, A.M.. (2018).  Interim Estimates of 2017-18 Seasonal Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness – 
Unite States, February 2018. Retrieved from https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/67/wr/mm6706a2.htm 

 

Higgins, D. (2018).  Infuenza [photo]. Retrieved from https://www.bing.com/images/search?
view=detailV2&ccid=dTEwxS0%2B&id=98CEDCDB28B1AF3A63011E0B035D23521660F9B8&thid=OIP.dTEw
xS0-EcjzVHjN2H-YEgAAAA&mediaurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pixnio.com%2Ffree-images%2Fscience
%2Fmicroscopy-images%2Finfluenza%2F3d-graphical-representation-of-ultrastructure-and-is-not-specific-to-a-
seasonal-avian-or-2009-h1n1-virus-240x225.jpg&exph=225&expw=240&q=flu
+vaccinations&simid=608041580713282157&qft=+filterui%3alicense-
L2_L3_L5_L6&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0&pivotparams=insightsToken%3Dccid_XE
%252FlKXKO*mid_0954F9CF6E3C2B879FB1FACE29375121C7DE07A3*simid_608006336176983546*thid_O
IP.XE!_lKXKOTKdLqcYmN3isGQHaEo&iss=VSI 

 



References 

Influenza Vaccination Information for Health Care Workers. (2018). Retrieved    

September 14, 2018, from https://www.cdc.gov/flu/healthcareworkers.htm 

 

Medical Consultants Network (2018).  Healthscale [picture].  Retrieved from https://www.bing.com/images/
search view=detailV2&ccid=7HTXspNI&id=ED1C2B7169EF0D1E248F759086DAD53D73E76245&thid=OIP.
7HTXspNI-VzCJuEBmSLpEQHaGF&mediaurl=http%3a%2f%2fmcntalk.files.wordpress.com
%2f2013%2f02%2fscale_health_money_good_health.jpg&exph=370&expw=450&q=scale+health

+money&simid=608050020309141524&selectedIndex=0&ajaxhist=0 

 
Randall, L., Curran, E., & Omer, S. (2013). Legal considerations surrounding mandatory influenza vaccination 
for healthcare workers in the United States. Vaccine, 31, 1771-1776. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.
2013.02.002 

 



References 

Shefer, A., Atkinson, W., Friedman, C., Kuhar, D.T>, Mootrey, G., Bialek, S.R., Cohn, A., Fiore, A., Grohskopf, 
L., Liang, J.L., Lorick., S. A., Marin, M. Mintz E.., Murphy, T. V., Newton, A., Fiebelkorn, A.P., Sewrad, J., 
Wallace, G., (2011).  Immunization of Health-Care Personnel: Recommendations of the Advisory Committee 
on Immunization Practices (ACIP). Retrieved from  https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/
rr6007a1.htm  

 
Schuls-Jacobson, R. (2018).  Woman sneezing [photo].  Retrieved from https://www.bing.com/images/search?
view=detailV2&ccid=kvogTaQn&id=040021042E1446655A066BFDAA793B4A4BB31DA2&thid=OIP.OBXfM9q
1P9KUd50WXlhadwHaE6&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2frasjacobson.files.wordpress.com
%2f2011%2f12%2fsick-person.jpg&exph=282&expw=425&q=sick+with+the
+flu&simid=608044063162564895&selectedIndex=7&qft=+filterui%3alicense-
L2_L3_L5_L6&cbir=sbi&ajaxhist=0  

 
Yang, T. Y., & Silverman, R. D. (2018). Mandatory influenza vaccination and religious accommodation for 
healthcare workers: Lessons from recent legal challenges. Elsevier, 36(), 3998-4000. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/
j.vaccine.2018.05.071 

 

 
 
 

 



References  

Unknown. (n.d.). Photo. Retrieved from https://hosteleriaemprende.wordpress.com/tag/
plan-de-negocio-2/  

Unknown. (n.d.). Photo. Retrieved from http://jobsanger.blogspot.com/
2012_05_01_archive.html 

Unknown. (n.d.). Photo. Retrieved from https://www.geripal.org/2013/01/the-need-for-
medical-legal-dialogue-in.html 

Unknown. (n.d.). Photo. Retrieved from http://francoischarlet.ch/2014/quand-le-stage-
davocat-conduit-a-une-crise-cardiaque-de-mon-blog/ 

Unknown. (n.d.). Photo. Retrieved from http://www.emdocs.net/pros-cons-emergency-
medicine-specialty/ 

 


